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Standardisation of Site plans for the Preparation of Heritage Bye-laws 

 Site plans are essential in facilitating the preparation of Heritage bye-laws. The purpose of a 

Site plan is to document the entire existing setting around the Centrally Protected Monument 

as well as to demarcate the Protected, Prohibited and Regulated boundaries.  

Significance of a Survey/Site Plan in the preparation of Heritage bye-laws: 

(i) In understanding the context and setting of the monument. 

(ii) In understanding the on-scale extents of the protected, prohibited and regulated 

boundaries. 

(iii) In identifying the pressures and pattern of development on the monument and 

subsequently give guidelines for the same. 

(iv) In analyzing the skyline and views and vistas of and from the monument. 

Rule 21 and the First Schedule of AMASR Rules, 2011 elaborates on the requirement of a Site 

plan.  

The First Schedule [Rule 21 (1)] 

Parameters for the Preparation of Site Plans 

While preparing a site plan for the protected, prohibited and regulated areas, the following 

parameters shall be adhered to and incorporated: 
 

(i) Mapping of all structures in the protected area; 

(ii) Mapping of all structures in the area under control of the Archaeological Survey of 

India and acquired area; structures outside the protected area; 

(iii) Clearly indicating protected area and area acquired or transferred to the Archaeological 

Survey of India; 

(iv) Mapping of all structures in Prohibited and Regulated Area on plan; 

(v) Other features like tank, embankment, mud fortification, remnants of ancient 

structures, etc to be shown; 

(vi) Roads and pathways; 

(vii) Open area; 

(viii) Sewerage pipelines, big open drains with more than one meter width, canals, etc; 

(ix) Water supply lines, water works, etc. 

The Second Schedule [Rule 22] 

Parameters for Heritage Bye-Laws 

The heritage bye-laws shall be framed on the basis of the site plan prepared for each of the 

prohibited and regulated areas of the protected monuments and the following parameters, 

namely -  

(i) Architectural, historical and archaeological value of the monument. 

(ii) Sensitivity of the monument (eg. developmental pressure, urbanization, population 

pressure, etc) 

(iii) Visibility from the protected monument or area and visibility from the regulated area 

(iv) Land-use to be identified 

(v) Archaeological heritage remains other than the protected monument(s) 
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(vi) Cultural landscape 

(vii) Significant natural landscapes that form part of cultural landscape and also helps in 

protecting the monument from environmental pollution 

(viii) Usage of open space and constructions 

(ix) Traditional, historical and cultural activities 

(x) Skyline as visible from the monument and from regulated areas 

(xi) Vernacular architecture 

(xii) Development plan as available by the local authorities 

(xiii) Building related parameters; height, floor area, usage, façade design, roof design, 

building material, colour, etc 

(xiv) Visitor facilities and amenities 

Components of a Site plan 

I) Revenue map as the base of the site plan:  

As per Rule 21 [2]: the demarcation of the protected monument and protected area shall 

be undertaken in consultation with concerned revenue officer on the basis of revenue 

map duly mentioning revenue plot numbers and schedule thereto.  

Rule 21 [4]: The site plan shall be prepared following the notified protected limit of the 

protected monument or the protected area, the duly authenticated revenue records and 

the revenue map furnished by the District Collector or District Commissioner as the case 

maybe.  

Mapping of the site plan on the Revenue map as the base is crucial in rationalizing the 

boundaries of the protected, prohibited and regulated areas. It clearly indicates the status 

of the plots falling in these areas.  

II) Administrative Boundaries: Village boundary, tehsil boundary, district boundary, state 

boundary, etc  

III) Grid lines: usually in latitude and longitude or coordinates for precise location 

reference. 

IV) Notified Protected Boundary:  

The site plan should accurately demarcate the notified protected limits along with 

mapping of all the structures in the protected limit of the monument.  

V) Mapping of the Protected Monument:  

Rule 21 [7]: The mapping of protected monument and protected area shall comprise of 

plan and section of each structure, pathways, landscaped area, open spaces, trees, other 

features like tank, well, embankments, fortifications, remnants of ancient structures and 

such other features including caves and rock-shelters as may be deemed fit that form 

part of cultural landscape of the protected area.  

The overall height of the monument or other structures in the protected area should be 

mentioned. A cross section of the monument and its protected limit, mentioning the 

height or depth of the structure (in case of sub-terrainian structures) is important to 

understand the skyline of the monument and its relationship with that of its 

surroundings.  
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VI) Boundaries of the Prohibited and Regulated Areas:  

The Site plan should accurately demarcate the boundaries of the prohibited and 

regulated areas. Since this is the most important aspect of a site plan, it is essential that 

these boundaries are clearly visible amongst all the other elements shown in the plan. 

Standard colours should be used for the same, as mentioned in the Legend attached.  

VII) Area of the Protected, Prohibited and Regulated Areas:  

The site plan should mention the quantified area covered by the protected, prohibited 

and regulated areas individually and collectively in standard SI units. (A+B+C = D) 

VIII) Geographical Setting and Natural Features 

(i) Terrain: Contours - Mapping of contours is essential to understand the 

topography and terrain of the protected monument/area as well as its 

surrounding (ex. hilly or mountainous terrain will have denser contours as 

opposed to a flat land). On a more site specific level, contours are required in 

understanding the drainage in and around the site.  

Contour Intervals: The vertical distance between adjacent contour lines, 

which indicates the steepness of the terrain. Smaller intervals are used in 

steeper areas, while larger intervals are used in flatter areas. 

*Spot levels between the contour lines is not required.  

(ii) Hydrography: Depiction of water bodies, including seas, oceans, rivers, lakes, 

ponds, and wetlands, with depth contours and flow direction when applicable.  

 Shore line along sea-front and ocean front, ghats and other riverfront 

developments to be marked on the site plan.    

(iii) Eco sensitive areas: Eco-Sensitive Areas (ESAs) are designated regions that 

are ecologically fragile and require special attention and protection to conserve 

their unique environmental and ecological characteristics. Ex. National parks, 

bird sanctuaries, bio-diversity parks, botanical gardens, mangroves, zoo, etc.  

(iv) Green and Open Spaces: Representation of different types of vegetation, such 

as forests, grasslands, shrub lands, and cultivated areas, etc.  

IX) Built fabric: 

As mentioned in the First Schedule; all built structures should be mapped on the site 

plans. The size and shape of existing buildings and structures including houses, 

garages, sheds, and any other significant features should be noted. 

(i) Building footprint and plot boundary: It is important to mark both the plot 

boundary/ compound wall and the building footprint to understand the 

relationship of the built and open spaces, setbacks, etc.  

(ii) Building use: While mapping the built structures, information regarding the 

building use such as residential, commercial, institutional, industrial, etc. Major 

land-uses falling in the vicinity of a CPM may be identified and designated 
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specific colours in the legend which can be used to denote them in the Site plan. 

This information is important to understand the type of activity around the 

CPM, thus important for the bye-laws.  

Refer Annexure I for legend for common building usages.  

(iii) Building height: All the structures mapped in the Site plan should mention 

their height. This information is essential to understand the skyline around the 

monument and analyse the view points of and from the monument.  

(iv) Centrally Protected Monuments in close vicinity with one another and 

overlapping Prohibited or Regulated Areas shall be considered as a cluster and 

it is suggested they be prepared in a single site plan.  

(v) State Protected Monuments and Listed Heritage Buildings: Any other state 

protected monument or listed heritage building by the local authorities, if any, 

in the prohibited or regulated area to be denoted on the site plan as designated 

in the legend.  

(vi) Vernacular/traditional architecture: Denoting vernacular/traditional 

architecture and settlements, if any around the monument, specifying the 

material and style in the legend, ex. kath kuni architecture is the vernacular 

building style of the hills of northern India.  

(vii) Temporary Constructions: Temporary structures refer to constructions and 

buildings that are designed for short-term use. Generally materials such as tin 

shades, asbestos sheets, tarpaulin and tensile membrane roofs, etc.  

(viii) Slums/ Informal Settlements: A residential area with substandard housing 
that is poorly serviced and overcrowded. 

(ix) Under Construction: Ongoing construction projects to be marked on the site 

plans.     

(x) Army/ Cantonment Area: Defence/ military areas, compounds and campuses. 

X) Transportation: 

(i) Roads: national highways, state highways, expressways, by-pass, ring roads, 

major city roads, earthen roads, paved roads, etc. 

(ii) Flyover, foot-over-bridge, tunnel, bridge across river, BRTS, etc 

(iii) Railway tracks, metro tracks, tram tracks, cycle tracks, etc 

(iv) Railway station, airports, metro station, harbour, port, bus stands and bus 

terminals  

XI) Public amenities and Infrastructure: 

(i) Parking: The layout of parking areas, including parking spaces, aisles, and any 

necessary handicap-accessible spaces. 
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(ii) Footpaths and Pathways 

(iii) Public toilets, police booths, kiosks etc 

(iv) street lights, benches, amphitheater, open gyms, etc 

(v) Electrical: electrical pole, transformers, high tension tower/transmission tower, 

electric substation, etc 

XII) Water Supply, Drainage and Sewage: Information about storm-water management, 

including catch basins, culverts, and drainage channels to prevent flooding and manage 

water runoff.  

 Over-head water tanks and other water storage chambers.  

 Hand-pumps/ tube-wells, wells 

 Sewage lines, Sewage Treatment Plans and other solid waste management 

techniques. 
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Guidelines for Presentation of Site Plan 

a. Legends and Symbols: A legend or key that explains the symbols, colors, lines and abbreviations 

used in the site plan to represent various features and characteristics. 

i. Standard colours of red, yellow and green may be used to demarcate the protected, 

prohibited and regulated areas respectively. 

ii. Standardised legend for symbols to be used in site plan. The same is enclosed in 

Annexure I for reference.  

iii. All the categories in the legend must be divided into separate layers in AutoCAD 

and PDF for convenience in reading and analysis of the site plans at the time of 

preparation of the HBL. 

b. Measurement and Units: 

i. Standard SI units to be followed for measurements (km, meters, sq meters, etc) 

ii. A graphical o r  b a r  scale for measurement to be provided in the format of 

the Site plan as the plan may be reproduced at a smaller or larger scale in the final 

bye-laws. 

c. Contours: 

i. The contour interval should be determined by the slope of the terrain. For ex. in 

steep areas, with dense contours, the contour intervals should be more so as to 

avoid overlapping of layers, as opposed to flat terrains.  

ii. The layer of the contours must be of lower line-weight and under all the other 

layers. 

iii. The contour lines must be visible under the hatching of the built structures to 

clearly understand the terrain of the land. 

iv. Contour lines to be consistent and continuous throughout the Site Plan. 

d. Other Guidelines: 

i. The line-weight (line thickness) of the boundaries of the Protected, Prohibited and 

Regulated areas to be thicker than other lines in the plan, so that this demarcated 

area stands out. 

ii. Height of all the built structures should be mentioned on the footprint of the 

structures shown in the Site Plan. 

iii. The hatching of built structures should not be solid but as depicted in the legend. It 

must be of lower line-thickness and in the suggested colour for the specific 

typology of the building. 

iv. Text size should be legible in print. 

 New technologies like orthomosaic mapping and drone should be encouraged in the 

preparation of the site plans. 

e. Standardised Format 

In order to bring uniformity in the contents, format and style of the Site Plans prepared by 

the      different circles of ASI, the following is proposed:-  

Refer Annexure II 
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The site plan should be plotted on a suitable scale and sheet size as may deem fit. The format 

should mention the following points: 

1. Name and location of the Monument 

2. North symbol to be present mandatorily in all of the site plans which is essential for 

understanding the site's relationship to cardinal directions. 

3. Grid lines 

4. Geographical coordinates of the monument on all edges of the protected boundary 

5. Benchmarks (Tbm) coordinates 

6. Area statement: Quantified areas within the Protected, Prohibited and the Regulated 

boundary (A+B+C = D) 

7. Scale 

8. Legend 

9. Site Photographs 

10. Survey date  

11. Surveyor/Agency name to be mentioned. 

12. All site plans to be duly signed and stamped by the concerned officials. Soft copies 

(PDF) of the Site plan to have digital signatures.  

13. Any other site specific relevant data and information. 

It is felt that a well prepared site plan shall not only ease the preparation of HBL in a time 

bound manner but also iron out any potential ambiguities. 
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